
 

 
 

 
 
 

Notice of Meeting 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Scrutiny Commission 
 

Wednesday, 11 October 2023 at 6.30pm 
in Council Chamber  Council Offices  
Market Street  Newbury 
 

This meeting will be streamed live here: https://www.westberks.gov.uk/osmclive   
 

You can view all streamed Council meetings here: 
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/councilmeetingslive  
 

Date of despatch of Agenda:  Tuesday, 3 October 2023 
 

For further information about this Agenda, or to inspect any background documents 
referred to in Part I reports, please contact Gordon Oliver on (01635) 519486 
e-mail: gordon.oliver1@westberks.gov.uk 

 
Further information and Minutes are also available on the Council’s website at 

www.westberks.gov.uk  

 
 

Scan here to access the public 
documents for this meeting 

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/osmclive
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/councilmeetingslive
http://www.westberks.gov.uk/


Agenda - Scrutiny Commission to be held on Wednesday, 11 October 2023 (continued) 
 

 

 

 

To: Councillors Carolyne Culver (Chairman), Dominic Boeck (Vice-
Chairman), Antony Amirtharaj, Paul Dick, Ross Mackinnon, 
Geoff Mayes, Erik Pattenden, Justin Pemberton and Christopher Read 

Substitutes: Councillors Jeremy Cottam, Billy Drummond, Stuart Gourley, 
David Marsh, Richard Somner, Joanne Stewart and 

Howard Woollaston 

Other Officers & 
Members invited: 

Councillors Adrian Abbs and Denise Gaines, and Richard Aylard and 
James Bentley (Thames Water), and Dave Willis (Environment Agency) 

 

Agenda 
 

Part I Page No. 

 
1.    Apologies for Absence 5 - 6 

 To receive apologies for inability to attend the meeting (if any). 
 

 

2.    Declarations of Interest 7 - 8 
 To remind Members of the need to record the existence and nature of 

any personal, disclosable pecuniary or other registrable interests in items 

on the agenda, in accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct. 
 

 

3.    Thames Water and Environment Agency 9 - 26 
 Purpose: To review matters relating to the activities of Thames Water and 

the Environment Agency that affect West Berkshire. 

In relation to Thames Water, the review will seek to: 

a) understand what has been done since the last scrutiny review in 
September 2022 to address issues associated with sewage 

discharges affecting local watercourses; 

b) what other investment has been carried out to improve the existing 

fresh and foul water infrastructure in West Berkshire; 

c) confirm what additional investment is planned to address known 
problems with fresh and foul water infrastructure in the District; and  

d) seek assurance over progress in upgrading fresh and foul water 
infrastructure to support major developments in the District. 

In relation to the Environment Agency, the review will seek to: 

a) understand the role of the Environment Agency in terms of 
monitoring water quality in our watercourses; and 

b) understand the powers available to the Environment Agency to 
take enforcement against pollution by the water companies, and 

what action has been taken against Thames Water in recent years. 

 

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/media/38477/Constitution-Part-13-Codes-and-Protocols/pdf/Part_13_-_Codes_and_Protocols_update_September_2019.pdf


Agenda - Scrutiny Commission to be held on Wednesday, 11 October 2023 (continued) 
 

 

 

 

Sarah Clarke 
Service Director Strategy and Commissioning 
 

If you require this information in a different format or translation, please contact 
Stephen Chard on telephone (01635) 519462. 


